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India reports over 37,000 new Covid cases, recoveries cross 3 crore-mark
India reports over 37,000 new Covid cases, recoveries cross 3 crore-mark
(The Tribune: 20210712)
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/india-reports-over-37-000-new-covid-casesrecoveries-cross-3-crore-mark-282019

The death toll climbs to 4,08,764 with 724 fresh fatalities
India reports over 37,000 new Covid cases, recoveries cross 3 crore-mark
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With 37,154 new coronavirus infections, India's total tally of Covid cases rose to 3,08,74,376,
while the total recoveries crossed three crore, according to the Union Health Ministry data
updated on Monday.
The death toll climbed to 4,08,764 with 724 fresh fatalities.
The active cases have declined to 4,50,899 and comprise 1.46 per cent of the total infections,
while the national Covid recovery rate has increased to 97.22 per cent, the data updated at 8
am showed.
A decrease of 3,219 cases has been recorded in the active Covid caseload in a span of 24 hours.
As many as 14,32,343 tests were conducted on Sunday taking the total cumulative tests
conducted so far for detection of Covid in the country to 43,23,17,813, while the daily positivity
rate was recorded at 2.59 per cent. It has been less than three per cent for 21 consecutive days,
the ministry said.
The weekly positivity rate stands at 2.32 per cent, it said.

The number of people who have recuperated from the disease surged to 3,00,14,713 and the
case fatality rate stands at 1.32 per cent, the data stated.
Cumulative vaccine doses administered so far has reached 37.73 crore under the Nationwide
Vaccination Drive.
The 724 new fatalities include 350 from Maharashtra and 97 from Kerala.
A total of 4,08,764 deaths have been reported so far in the country, including 1,25,878 from
Maharashtra, 35,835 from Karnataka, 33,418 from Tamil Nadu, 25,015 from Delhi, 22,698
from Uttar Pradesh, 17,916 from West Bengal and 16,186 from Punjab. PTI

Covid affecting kids’ psychological development
Covid affecting kids’ psychological development: Experts (The Tribune:
20210712)
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/coronavirus/covid-affecting-kids-psychologicaldevelopment-experts-280982

Covid-19, consequent lockdowns and no classroom teaching or outdoor games since a yearand-a-half have proved to be a severe blow to the psychological development of children. As
per experts, an increase in anxiety and depressive symptoms has been witnessed amo0ng
children.
During this period, parents need to be calm with their wards. They play an important role in
keeping them healthy, both physically and mentally. So, parents should encourage their
children to speak up if they are not feeling well or are worried due to the pandemic so that the
former can help them.
Dr Manu Sharma, consultant, Pediatrics and Neonatology, Max Hospital, said: “Children are
also deprived of outdoor physical activities and playing time. Lack of such activities is leading
to health issues such as obesity and future risk of metabolic syndrome. A peculiar rise in screen
time and addiction to the Internet has also been observed among children. When these are
coupled with inadequate parental surveillance, it exposes the child to an ocean of content that
has positive and negative long-lasting impact”.
In an attempt to stay connected with their peers, children spend a lot of time on social media.
This, in particular, is responsible for increased incidences of cyberbullying. Reports directly
relate it to increased anxiety, stress, low self-esteem and even suicidal tendencies in children,
he added.

City-based clinical psychologist Suresh Khanna said isolation and lockdowns have been
specially challenging for children. As they are deprived of their friends, schoolmates and
healthy school environment, one can see drastic behavioral changes in them.
“Aggression and depression are on the rise in kids, especially in teens. Key signs observed are
changes in eating and sleep patterns. Parents need to be watchful,” he said.

Vaccination must to avoid third wave, says AIIMS Director Prof Randeep
Guleria
Vaccination must to avoid third wave, says AIIMS Director Prof Randeep
Galleria (The Tribune: 20210712)
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/coronavirus/vaccination-must-to-avoid-third-wave-saysaiims-director-prof-randeep-guleria-280694

Prof Randeep Guleria, Director, AIIMS, New Delhi. file photo
The Department of Microbiology, PU, today organised a webinar on “Promotion of Scientific
Temper among People of India” to spread awareness among the public about the current
pandemic situation.
Prof Randeep Guleria, Director, AIIMS, New Delhi, spoke on “What the pandemic has taught
us and where do we go from here?”
He discussed the reasons behind the emergence of the devastating second wave and that there
was an urgent requirement to invest in public health services.
Dr Guleria emphasised that Covid-19 appropriate behavior could help prevent a third wave.
Dr Guleria, meanwhile, said the Covid-19 pandemic “is not over nor is it going to end soon”.
People should get vaccinated in order to avoid a third wave, he said.

New variants
Step up genome sequencing to identify new variants: Punjab CM (The
Tribune: 20210712)
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/coronavirus/step-up-genome-sequencing-to-identifynew-variants-punjab-cm-280773

Wants lab in Patiala functional this month
CM Capt Amarinder Singh today asked the departments concerned to step up whole genome
sequencing (WGS) to expeditiously identify cases of new Covid variant and to fast-track the
project for execution of the MoU with ICMR for the Regional Institute of Virology, Mohali.
Though no fresh cases of Delta Plus variant (apart from two reported earlier based on May
sampling) had been identified in the state, the CM directed that the WGS lab at GMCH, Patiala,
coming up with the support of PATH, must become functional this month. PATH has informed
the authorities that the machine is likely to be installed by July 25. The CM said the state was
also starting dry swab testing, with a pilot survey at GMCH, Patiala, next week. — TNS

Covid Recovery (The Asian Age: 20210712)
http://onlineepaper.asianage.com/articledetailpage.aspx?id=15704699

Zika Virus (The Asian Age: 20210712)
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The smile behind the mask
The smile behind the mask (The Hindu: 20210712)
https://www.thehindu.com/society/remember-to-smile-behind-your-covid-19masks/article35212018.ece

Women ophthalmologists from across Aravind Eye Hospitals in Tamil Nadu are reminding
people to wear their smiles as they did during pre-pandemic times
When the second wave of COVID-19 hit hard with many people losing their loved ones,
doctors at Aravind Eye Care System (AECS) realised even their conversations at the work
place were changing. “We were serious all the time

Pfizer to seek approval for third vaccine dose
Pfizer to seek approval for third vaccine dose; shots still protect (The Hindu:
20210712)
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/pfizer-to-seek-approval-for-third-vaccine-doseshots-still-protect/article35226654.ece

Pfizer’s Dr. Mikael Dolsten has said that early data from the company's booster study suggests
people’s antibody levels jump five- to 10-fold after a third dose
Pfizer is about to seek U.S. authorization for a third dose of its COVID-19 vaccine, saying
Thursday that another shot within 12 months could

Vaccines
Vaccines will help prevent severe disease in pregnant women: expert (The
Hindu: 20210712)
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/vaccines-will-help-prevent-severe-disease-inpregnant-women-expert/article35208384.ece

‘Women should use all Covid-appropriate precautions during pregnancy and after childbirth’.

Manju Puri, head, department of obstetrics and gynaecology, Lady Hardinge Medical College,
Delhi, spoke exclusively to The Hindu on the Central

COVID-19 vaccination - Pregnant women
Pregnant women in India now eligible for COVID-19 vaccination (The
Hindu: 20210712)
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/pregnant-women-in-india-now-eligible-for-covid19-vaccination/article35101824.ece

Women can now register on CoWIN or walk-in to the nearest Covid vaccination centre to get
themselves inoculated
Pregnant women in India are now eligible to get vaccinated against COVID-19 with the union
Health Ministry on Friday giving the approval based on recommendations of the National
Technical Advisory Group on Immunizati

Delta variant - WHO
Delta variant to become dominant strain of COVID-19 in coming months:
WHO(The Hindu: 20210712)
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/delta-variant-to-become-dominant-strain-of-covid19-in-coming-months-who/article35071265.ece

The World Health Organization said the Delta variant of COVID-19 is now present in nearly
100 countries.
The World Health Organization (WHO) has said the Delta variant of COVID-19 is now present
in nearly 100 countries as per conservative estimates, and

Pandemics
Pandemic’s effect on balance sheets of banks is not as bad as expected (The
Indian Express: 20210712)
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/pandemics-effect-on-balance-sheets-ofbanks-is-not-as-bad-as-expected-7399897/

Radhika Pandey writes: Higher recoveries, improved capital position could help increase credit
growth in the economy
A security guard's reflection is seen next to the logo of the Reserve Bank Of India (RBI) at the
RBI headquarters in Mumbai (Reuters)
The Reserve Bank of India’s latest Financial Stability Report presented an assessment of the
health of the banking sector in the pandemic year. There were concerns that the balance sheets
of banks would be adversely hit by the pandemic-induced disruption. However, the report
shows that banks fared much better as the NPA ratio (non-performing assets of banks as a
percentage of loans) was broadly under control at the end of March. A series of regulatory
forbearance policies and their timely withdrawal along with deleveraging by firms have helped
in ensuring that banks’ balance sheets were not adversely impacted by the pandemic. For this
year, the RBI has projected that the NPA of banks will rise to 9.8 per cent. The deterioration is
projected to be much steeper under various stress scenarios. However, the assumptions behind
these stress scenarios seem to be conservative. The quality of banks’ assets may not deteriorate
to the extent projected in the report.

The NPA ratio for banks for the period ending March 31 stood at 7.5 per cent. This was much
better than the earlier projections. There were concerns that NPAs of banks would increase due
to the pandemic as borrowers’ ability to repay loans was hit. The RBI, in its July 2020 report
projected that, in the baseline scenario the NPA ratio could rise from 8.4 per cent to 12.5 per
cent by March 2021, while in the severe stress scenario, they were projected to rise to 14.7 per
cent. However, the NPAs settled at a much lower figure. In earlier instances also, the RBI is
seen to have overestimated the banks’ NPA position.
The capital position of banks, measured as the capital to risk-weighted assets ratio (CRAR),
was also projected to deteriorate from 14.6 per cent in March 2020 to 13.3 per cent by March
2021 in the baseline scenario presented in the July 2020 report. However, banks were able to
raise capital through various modes such as public issues and qualified institutional placements
(QIP) and improved their capital positions during 2020-21. Despite the pandemic, the capital
position of banks measured by CRAR improved to 16 per cent in March — well above the
regulatory threshold of 9 per cent. Even public sector banks were better placed on capital
position. Going forward, the capital position of banks is not likely to pose major concerns.
Even under a severe stress scenario, RBI doesn’t expect any of the 46 banks to fall short of
capital.
Another positive feature emerging from the report is that banks have enough capital to cushion
against a deterioration in their assets. The proportion of provisions to gross non-performing
assets (GNPA) increased from 66.2 per cent in March 2020 to 68.9 per cent in March 2021.
Regulatory support measures including loan moratoriums, facilities to restructure loans, a
standstill on NPA classification and their timely withdrawal have ensured that banks’ NPAs

remain under control. While banks were incentivised through a number of instruments such as
through the Targeted Long Term Repo Operations (TLTROs) to aggressively lend to sectors
hit by the pandemic, they adopted a cautious approach. RBI incentivised banks to borrow at a
low rate of interest to further lend to specified stressed sectors. But there were not many takers
for the cheap loan windows.
For this year, the report projects the NPAs of the banking sector to rise to 9.8 per cent of
advances by March 2022 in the baseline scenario. The report also has projections for two stress
scenarios: Medium and severe stress scenarios. But these scenarios look unlikely. They involve
GDP growth slowing to 6.5 per cent and less than 1 per cent in 2021-22 in the medium and
severe stress scenarios respectively.
A key risk highlighted by the report is the weakness in the MSME portfolio of banks. Since
2019, three loan restructuring schemes were announced to help the impaired MSME sector.
Despite restructuring, the report notes that the stress in the MSME sector remained elevated as
the NPA ratio for public sector banks stood at 15.9 per cent as of March 2021, compared with
13.1 per cent in December 2020. While stress in the MSME sector needs monitoring, it is
unlikely to pose a systemic risk. The 15.9 per cent NPA ratio is applicable to small loans of up
to Rs 25 crore. Despite a series of measures to boost credit flows to the MSME sector, the share
of MSMEs in the outstanding bank credit is less than 5 per cent. The increase in credit flows
to this sector is primarily attributed to the Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS)
scheme. The scheme aims to provide 100 per cent guaranteed coverage to banks and other
lenders. Thus, banks will be guarded against a possible slippage of loans under this scheme. In
addition, the RBI’s restructuring schemes and the pre-packaged insolvency resolution process
should allow for better handling of stress in the MSME credit.
Going forward, in the absence of regulatory support measures such as moratoriums and a
standstill on NPA classification, there could be fresh additions to NPAs. But repayment of
loans by companies, better recoveries and faster credit growth as the economy picks up could
help in keeping NPAs under control. With improved capital positions of banks, they would be
able to support a recovery in credit demand.
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